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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for falling to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. In claim 2, the limitation "bow-like element" is vague and 
indefinite. It is not clear what structure is encompassed by such language. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the snap-lock must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claims (1 1 , 12 and 17). No new matter 
should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
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of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in ttiis or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 10, 13-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Rellstab (2,983,420). Rellstab '420 discloses a box formed of a sheet-like 
blank and comprising a first and a second opposing side walls (12 & 22) and four 
intermediated end walls (16, 34, 14 & 36), wherein a first end wall (16) is positioned 
between first and second fold lines each defining a longitudinal edge of each of the two 
opposing side walls interconnecting the side walls and having the same extent as the 
longitudinal edges of the side walls and wherein a second end wall (14) extends at a 
third fold line positioned to coincide with a longitudinal edge of the first side wall 
opposite the aforementioned longitudinal edges, and wherein third and forth end walls 
(34 & 36) extend at fourth and fifth fold lines positioned to coincide with transverse 
edges of the first side wall having a longitudinal edge coinciding with the third fold line, 
wherein the box has a distinct opening end and a first closure assigned thereto, the first 
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closure comprising two co-operating first closure members assigned thereto, the first 
closure comprising two co-operating first closure members (bow-like element/corner 
flaps 58 with recess 78 and tongue 80/90 & locking element/slit 50/52) positioned at two 
adjacent end walls at the distinct opening end of the box and adapted to engage each 
other in order to keep the end opening closed until it is forced open, wherein at least 
one of the first closure members is adapted to get torn (tongue 80) and useless for a 
subsequent closing operation upon being subjected to tension caused by the opening 
end being forced open. See Figures 1-7 embodiments. 

With respect to claims 4 and 10, the tongue (80) has a wedge-like portion 
(oblique edge of tongue 80) such that the bow-like element (tongue 80) is torn upon the 
first closure being opened. 

With respect to claims 5, 13 and 16. note the second closures (tongues 84 and 
86 and slits 54 and 56). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 7-9, 1 1-12, 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rellstab '420. 

With respect to claims 3 and 7-9, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to reanrange the location of the 
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closures, since it has been field that rearranging parts of an invention involves only 
routine skill in the art. In re Japikse, 86 USPQ 70. 

With respect to claims 11-12 and 17, whether the closure means is a hook and 
slit or snap-lock or any other art recognized equivalent is an obvious matter of choice, 
such as ease of manufacturing and cost. 

With respect to claim 17, official notice is taken that it is old and conventional to 
make boxes from translucent material to facilitate viewing of interior contents. 
Furthermore, it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to 
select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of 
obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

With respect to claim 9, the tongue (80) has a wedge-like portion (oblique edge 
of tongue 80) such that the bow-like element (tongue 80) is torn upon the first closure 
being opened. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Shown are boxes analogous to applicant's instant invention. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jila M. Mohandesi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4558. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:00 (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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